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from Florence. To her pleadings and the
force of events Gregory yielded. The
Florentines vehemently protested that his
coming would destroy Italian freedom. But
on January 15, 1377, he sailed up the Tiber
to St. Paul's on the Ostian Way, and so>
entered Rome. To restore peace he found
was beyond his power, Robert of Geneva*
the handsome and truculent soldier-cardinal*
taking into his pay Breton mercenaries as
well as Hawkwood's desperadoes, smote
Faenza and Cesena with a horrible slaughter*
in which thousands perished. Gregory him*
self expired on March 27, 1378, and his
death opened an immediate way to the Great
Schism of the West.

SECTION II

THE   " OBEDIENCES "    AND    THE    " NATIONS >3>

(1378-1417)

WHETHER Bartholomew Prignani, Archbishop
of Bari, chosen by all the Cardinals assembled
in the Vatican while the Roman mob howled
at their gates, was lawful Pope, is a question
never formally decided. If he was, the
succession at Rome from 1378 of Urban VL